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March 15, 199

MAR 161390

Thomas F. Geishecker, Chief TECHNICAL SUPPORT
Technical Support Section SECTION
United States Environmental Protection Agency
Region 5

230 South Dearborn

Chicago, IL 60604

Re: Response of the Selmer Company to CERCLA Section 104(e)
Supplemental Request for Information Regarding
1119 North Main Street Site, Elkhart, Indiana

Dear Mr. Geishecker:

Pursuant to your request for information dated January
26, 1990, attached is the response of North American Philips
Corporation ("NAPC") on behalf of the Selmer Company,
("Selmer"), which NAPC sold in December, 1988. The attached
response supplements the information NAPC previously provided
to your office by letter dated December 5, 1988, to Susan
Swales, from Mark A. Fury. The due date for the attached
response was set at March 16, 1990, pursuant to my telephone
conversation with Elizabeth Murphy of the Office of Regional
Counsel on March 7, 1990.

NAPC and Selmer renew the objections raised in the
December 5, 1988, letter and further object to the request for
additional information as being wvague, ambiguous, overbroad,
and duplicative. Furthermore, nothing herein shall be
construed as a factual or legal admission of any kind
relating in any respect to the site.

If you require any further information, please do not
hesitate to contact me at (212) 850-5232.

Very truly yours,

LrsoH. MMM

Risa H. Weinstock
Counsel

non-responsive

) Telephone: (212) 850-5000
New York, NY 10017-569% Telex: PHILIPS 62562



RESPONSE OF THE SELMER COMPANY
TO CERCLA SECTION 104(e) SUPPLEMENTAL
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION REGARDING
1119 NORTH MAIN STREET SITE

1. The following former and/or present Selmer employees were
responsible for disposal of waste at the Selmer facility
located at 1119 North Main Street,
as the "gite" or "facility"), from 1950 to the present:

{hereinafter referred to

Name Years of Employment
Smith 1/9/36 to 12/1/70
non-responsive
Norm Enos 1969 to 1976

non-responsive

Richard Bement 1971

non-responsive

Cliff Cartwright

non-responsive

~

non-responsive

1973

1980

Richard Delp 1586

non-responsive

Cecil Zimmerman 1985

non-responsive

Richard Stackhouse 1987

non-responsive

to

to

to

to

to

to

Present

1979

1985

1988

Present

1988
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Name Years of Employment

1988 to 1990

Sumner Kauffman 1947 to 1980

non-responsive

As stated in the December 5, 1988 Response to Question
Number 10, there were no spills or leaks from the facility
to our knowledge. Additionally, on December &, 1982, Selmer
responded to an information reguest from the Indiana
Environmental Management Board regarding spills and the
disposal of TCE at Selmer's facility. Selmer responded that
it had no knowledge of any spills or improper disposal of
TCE on its premises. A copy of this letter is attached at
Exhibit 1.

Also, attached at Exhibit 2 are hazardous waste manifests
for 1980-1985, documenting Selmer's disposal of TCE.

From 1985 through the present, Selmer produced approximately
15 gallons of waste or still bottoms per year.

Selmer has no knowledge or information regarding any dumping
on or behind the railrocad tracks at the facility. To the
best of our knowledge, the railroad tracks that went through
the facility parking lot were black topped over in 1955,
approximately. The entire parking lot has been covered with
black top since 1965.

The following persons were contacted in an effort to respond
to this supplemental request for information:

Herb Kirts
600 Industrial Parkway
Elkhart, IN 46516

Cecil Zimmerman

non-responsive

Ed Fergison

non-responsive
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December 6, 1982

Mr. Ralph C. Pickard

Technical Secretary

State of Indiana

Envireamental Management Board
1330 West Michigan Street

P, O. Bax 1964

Indianapolis, Indiana 46206

Pear Mr. Plckbard:

Pursuant to your letter of November 17, 1982 regarding trichloroethylene
(TCE) contamination of the City of Elkhart well field, we are enclosing
the information you requested coveriag the use of TCE at Sslmer's Main
Street plant,

1. We 40 nat know when the wse of TCE was initiated at
our facility, but it has been used at least since 1947,
Seilmer has operated this facility siace 1927, Seimer
retains purchase documents for a psriod of five (5)
years and based on those decuments snaus! purchases
of TCK for the past five years and nine moaths are
as follows:

1982 (through 9/30/82) 1484. 5 galloas

1981 1728. 6 gallons
1980 2130.1 gallons
1979 2691.4 gallons
1978 1805. 0 gallons
1977 2113. 9 galloas

2. We have no knowledge of the activities of prior
manufacturers at or owners of the site,




Mr. Ralph C. Plelard December 6, 1982

4.

Page Two

TCE is used in a vapor degreaser for degreasing metal
musical inetrument parts. TCEK s delivered by tank
truck, pumped directly into an approved 300-gallion
above-ground storage tank, which is located outeide

the building on a cancrete pad. Piping from the tank
carries the TCE directly into the degreaser, When

the degreaser is cleaned, remaining TCE and sludge

is drained into 55-gallon drams which are then stored
inside the plant untll sufficiest quantities have accumy-
lated for ptekup. When they plecked up by our 2hebio
suppliers {1981 to present: Shield Solvent, 2263 iV
Distribution Drive, Indianapolis, Indiana 46241} (prior

to 19811 Van Waters & Rogers, 59685 Market Street,
South Band, Indlana 46613) for distillation and recovery

of solvent. In the past five years and nine months the
following amounts of TCE have been returaed to our
suppliers for recycling:

1982 (through 9/30/82) 330 gallons

1981 660 galloas
1980 220 gallons
1979 715 galloas
1978 220 galloas
1977 935 gallons

Interviews with employees invalved with the purchase,
use and Alspoesl of TCE indicate that it has always
been the policy and practice of The Selmer C ompany
to Alspose of all used TCE by returning it to the

supplisr for recycliag.

We have no knowledge or evidence that there has ever
beea any significant spill or dispossl of TCE on site.

I hope that this information we have voluntesred will aid the BoarAd in
identifying the party responsible for the contamination of the Elkhart
well fleld and taking prompt action to remedy the problem.

Very truly yours,

H. Willlam Petersen
President

cc: Mr, James E, Traylor
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